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Natalya Zeman began the violin at the age of five studying by the Suzuki method. In 1997 she moved 
to Edinburgh and studied the violin initially with Mysie Ferguson and then with Claire Docherty at St 
Mary’s Music School. While in Edinburgh Natalya led the National Children’s Orchestra of Scotland 
and became a member of the National Youth Orchestra. In 2003, at the age of 13, Natalya performed 
as one half of a duo to the Earl and Countess of Wessex at Holyrood Palace, representing Scotland in 
a concert alongside Evelyn Glennie. She also performed at Edinburgh Castle in the presence of the 
First Minister. In 2004 Natalya took part in the Tianjin Children’s Culture and Arts Festival performing 
both as a soloist and as leader of the NCOS String Chamber Orchestra. Natalya became a specialist 
musician at Wells Cathedral School in 2005 and performed with fellow pupils at the Shanghai 
International Music Festival. Last February she performed Szymanovski’s 1st Violin Concerto with the 
School Symphony Orchestra after winning the School’s concerto competition. Natalya is now studying 
at the Royal College of Music. Interest in English literature may take her on to university following this. 
She is performing this concerto on a violin made by Tony Padday. 
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